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SUBJECT: MEDIA REACTION-US AFRICA POLICY 

1 . AFRICA MAGAZINE (LONDON) DEVOTES DECEMBER COVER TO 
PRESIDENT CARTER PHOTO SUPERIMPOSED ON GLOBE WITH AFRICA 
IN CENTER. INSIDE, EDITORIAL AND FOUR STORIES 

COVERING ELEVEN PAGES DISCUSS US-AFRICAN RELATIONS, WITH 
EMPHASIS ON NIGERIA. TWO PAGE INTERVIEW WITH PRESIDENT 
CARTER IS CENTERPIECE. 

2. EDITORIAL BY CHIEF EDITOR RAPH UWECHUE IS TITLED. 

"AMBIDEXTEROUS DIPLOMACY." EXCERPTS FOLLOW. QUOTE... 

SO FAR THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION IS SUCCEEDING IN 
IMPRESSING MANY UNCOMMITTED AFRICANS THAT AT LEAST IN 
PRINCIPLE, IT TAKES THE QUESTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA SERIOUSLY. THE ANGLO-AMERICAN INTIATIVE 
FOR A RHODESIAN SETTLEMENT AND AMERICA'S SUPPORT 

FOR AN ARMS EMBARGO AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA, EVEN IF 
THEY HAVE NOT GONE FAR ENOUGHT, MARK A BREAK WITH THE 
PAST. THIS CHANGE EMANATES BY AND LARGE FROM ENLIGHTENED 
SELF-INTEREST. CARTER, UNLIKE HIS PREDECESSORS, REALIZES 
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THAT IN THE COMPETITION FOR POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
INFLUENCE IN AFRICA. THE UNITED STATES HAS A BUILT-IN 
ADVANTAGE OVER HER RIVALS-RUUSSIA AND CHINA-IF SHE 
EXPLOITED THE "BALCK CONNECTION." THE PRINCIPAL ELEMENT 
IN THE STRATEGY HAS BEEN ANDREW YOUNG. AS CARTER'S 
ENVOY HE HAS SUCCEEDED IN CONVINCING A GOOD NUMBER OF 
AFRICAN LEADERS THAT, IDEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES NOTWITH- 
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STANDING, THE NEW ADMINISTRATION MEANS BUSINESS IN ITS 
EFFORT TO CHANGE AMERICA S ROLE IN AFRICA. LIKE 
MOST COURTSHIPS, CARTER S AMOROUS ADVANCES HAVE BOTH 
ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES. AFRICA'S AIM MUST BE TO 
MAXIMIZE THE ADVANTAGES WHILE MINIMIZING THE DANGERS. 

THIS CAN BE DONE BY DEVELOPING A BALANCED AMBIDEXTEROUS 
STRATEGY TO COPE SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THE TWO DISTINCT 
ASPCTS OF THE UNITED STATES AS A COUNTERY WITH 
30 MILLION PEOPLE OF AFRICAN ORIGIN AND AS A SUPER-POWER 
WITH GLOBAL AMTITIONS. ON THE ONE HAD SUCH A 
DUAL POLICY WILL MEAN AN INTENSIFICATION OF CULTURAL 
AND ECONOMIC CONTACTS BETWEEN AFRICA AND THE UNITED 
STATES WITH AFRICAN AMERICANS AS ACTIVE LINKS IN THESE 
EXCHANGES. ON THE OTHER, IT WILL MEAN DEALING POLITICAL- 
LY WITH THE UNITED STATES AS A SUPER-POER, WITH THE 
APPROPRIATE DEGREE OF CAUTION, AND IN THIS CONTEXT 
TREATING HER STRICTLY AT PAR WITH RUSSIA AND CHINA. 

THIS DIPLOMATIC BALANCE IS VITAL FOR THE PRESERVATION 
OF AFRICA'S INDEPENDENCE, IN PARTICULAR IN MATTERS 
INVOLVING DEVELOPMENT OPTIONS. END QUOTE. 

3. COMMENT: THIS EDITORIAL IS ONE OF MOST UPBEAT WE 
HAVE SEEN BY AN AFRICAN EDITOR OF A EUROPE-BASED MAGA- 
ZINE (AS DISTINGUISHED FROM SUCH EUROPEAN-EDITED MAGAZINES 
AS "WESTAFRICA".) UWECHUE HAD MADE 
SIMILAR POINTS AOUT THE "NATURAL" AFRICA-US AFFINITY 
DURING A DISCUSSION WITH THE ARS 10 IN LONDON LAST 
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JULY, REPORTED AT THAT TIME. 

PAYEFF 
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